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Events and Visits
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The Okra Festival

On Friday, November 8, 2019, we started the Okra Festival at the Center with a
delicious enriching event. Visitors enjoyed homemade okra delicacies, and dishes
from Iraqi cuisine and Thai cuisine, all by Yaffa Masasa, CFO of the Center, and chef
Sari Shpilman. Later, an interesting and illuminating panel discussion was held,
hosted by journalist Haim Zisowitz. Also on the panel were agronomist Tal Amit,
anthropologist Prof. Nir Avieli and chef Sari Shpilman. The panel discussed okra's
health benefits, its origins, growing methods and more.

Then along came Aziza, or as you know her better, our featured actress Anat Aviad,
and as usual, made us all roar with laughter. The many attendants came away from
the event with new okra insights and tastes.

In the next few days, we will advertise the next events of the Okra Festival, but in the
meantime, we remind you that you can send your okra-based recipes to
events@bijhc.org.il and take part in our recipe competition and perhaps win an
award.



mailto:events@bjhc.org.il
mailto:events@bjhc.org.il

JIN'TIN NIP"INNA N'OIXKINVOXA NNDSYUN v i

AWK RN NR'0'A NIPNIARD N'VIKINVOXRND 7w NNNSWn M ™Na Npa 13.11.2019-a
1] NI DY 77N0n IR N1 7w D171 WtT ANYY NRio’a LpRYYY RXINN TINY RID DR
2MN "I DPTY DN9KX '9N9 T 7Y WK [9INA 117 NNOWNN

The Family of the American Astronaut visit the Museum

On November 13, 2019, the museum was visited by family members of American
astronaut Jessica Meir, whose father is of Iragi Jewish heritage. With her relatives,
Jessica sent her regards along with a photograph she took of Israel from space. The
family members were guided personally by Prof. Efraim Sadka, chairman of the
Center.
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New Olim from Russia Visit the Museum

On November 19, 2019, the museum was visited by group of new Olim from Russia.
The group received a guided tour by Dr. Judith Arenberg, which was simultaneously
translated by interpreter Inna Tchernichovsky. The new Olim were exposed for the
first time to the history and heritage of Iraqgi Jews, and learned more about Jewish
history in general. They all had a powerful experience, and most learned much from
the tour.
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Employees of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Visit the Center

On November 26, 2019, the center was visited by a team from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. During this visit, the team met and talked with Managing Director of the
Center, Aliza Dayan-Hamama, and Center Chairman, Prof. Efraim Sadka. Later, the
team received a tour of the museum, the library and the museum's various exhibits,
guided by Ms. Lily Shor. The Ministry employees were thrilled with their visit.
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The Day of Departure and Expulsion

On Friday, November 29, 2019, the Center held an event for the Day to Mark the
Departure and Expulsion of Jews from the Arab Countries and Iran. This event
included an intergenerational discussion between the members of the generation that
made Aliya from Iraq and those of following generations. We also heard the stories of
uprooting, Aliya, acclimatization and integration from three families, each of which
made Aliya from Iraq at a different point in time. Dr. Zmira Poran-Zion opened the
event by reading her moving poem, "From the Place Whence | Came," and talented
musician Yaniv Taichman played the oud beautifully. We would like to thank the
families that took part in this event, Yitzhak Hayik and his daughter Avishag, Vania
Balass Sadka and her children Elinor and Yehonatan, and actor Menashe Noy and
his daughter Naomi, who shared their families' stories with us. It was a touching,
enjoyable and inspiring morning.

Watch the event content:
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TbplOQuxmeDQ
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Lighting the First Candle of Hanukkah in Oded Halachmi's Studio in New York

On December 22, 2019, the eve of the first day of Hanukkah, a Hanukkah party was
held in the home of internationally renowned artist, Mr. Oded Halachmi, president of
the association of friends of the Center in the US. This evening dedicated to Iraqi
Jewish traditions also marked the conclusion of a fundraising effort for the
Babylonian Jewry Heritage Center. In the midst of the artist's pieces on display,
delicious Iragi dishes where served and a group of musicians played familiar Iraqi
music. After lighting the menorah, Oded informed the attendants of the considerable
amount he successfully raised from his New York friends of Iragi decent for the
Babylonian Jewry Heritage Center. The warm atmosphere indicated Oded's
connection to his Jewish Iragi heritage and his commitment to the Center. The
Center was represented at the event by Ms. Nira Lev Ari.
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The Ahi Awards Event

On December 24, 2019, the third night of Hanukkah, a special moving event was
held, hosted by Tsionit Fattal Kuperwasser, member of the executive board, where
certificates of appreciation and awards were given by Ahi, the society for promoting
research, literature and art by Israelis of Iragi descent. The society was founded by
the initiative of former Knesset member Mordechai Bibi ZL 42 years ago, and was



directed by former Knesset member Nuzhat Katzav ZL for many years. Today the
society's activities are coordinated by Mr. David Liviatan. In this event, attended by
family members and friends, including actor Sasson Gabai, Ahi's judging committee,
headed by Dr. Lilian Dabby-Joury, gave this year's lifetime achievement awards to
Dr. Nissim Yazza, author, researcher and public figure, and Mr. Yoel Saraf,
businessman and philanthropist. An Ahi award was given to Rabbi Moshe Shabbat
for his research paper "Yeshivas of Babylon," an Ahi award for painting was given to
Ms. Yehudit Engelhard, an Ahi award for performing arts was given to Ms. Anat
Aviad and Ms. Ahuva Keren, an Ahi award for music was given to Mr. Yinon
Muallem, an Ahi award for literature was given to Mr. Rami Aviv for his book "Amber
Night,” Ms. Dorit Shira Jan received an award for her poetry collection "HaMegid,"
and retired judge Mr. Ezra Kama received an Ahi award for literature for his book
"Seventy Shades of Memories." This moving night ended with a performance by
singer Tamar Shauki. We wish all the award recipients many more years of fruitful
creation.
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Audio Headsets

The Babylonian Jewry Heritage Museum received new audio headsets, thanks to the
generous donation of Carmela and Yair Ovadia and Orna and Moshe Cohen in
memory of Katy and Saleh Mazin. The audio headsets are intended for an
independent tour experience in the museum, in Hebrew, Arabic and English. The
narrator who volunteered to lend his pleasant voice to the Arabic-language audio tour
was Jamil Saleh, better known as Ezra Cohen, who was Kol Yisrael's mythological
announcers department head. Special thanks is also owed to Dr. David (Hader)
Basson, who advised us in this project.
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A Visit from Hebrew Union College Students

As part of their academic course on lIsraeli society, identity and culture, a group of
students from Hebrew Union College in Jerusalem came to visit the museum. At the
request of the visit organizers, their tour focused on Aliya and the difficulties in the
integration and acclimatization of Olim. After the tour of the museum exhibits, the
students had a discussion with Mrs. Hanna Kazzaz-Dallal, member of the Center's
executive board.
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Former Commander of the IDF's Central Command, Roni Numa, and His Son
Visit the Museum

Former Commander of the IDF's Central Command, Roni Numa, came as a parent
chaperone with the 4th grade students of Ramat Hen school, where is son attends.
During their tour of the museum, the students were exposed to the fascinating Aliya
story and heritage of Iragi Jews. Roni, the son of Iragi Olim, met with the Center's
founder, Mr. Mordechai Ben-Porat, during his visit, and also told a story his son never
got the chance of hearing from his grandparents about their lives in Iraq and their
journey to lIsrael. The visit exposed his son to their family's roots and created a
discussion about heritage and its preservation.
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The Traveling Museum in Or Yehuda

Our "Traveling Museum" traveled, along with the recreated Ma'abara, to Yuvalim
school in Or Yehuda, as part of the first stage of the City Education Award. At the
recreated Ma'abara area, the city's students showed district superintendents the
variety of education programs available at the museum touching on the topics of
Aliya and integration, and the life in Ma'abarot in the 1950's. We are happy to say
that Or Yehuda passed the first stage of the competition and made it to the national
stage, at least in small part thanks to us, we believe. We wish the city the best of
luck.
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The Center's staff wishes you all a happy new 2020



